Affordable Health Choice Act

Definitions from the Public Health Services Act

Health Disparities Population
Section 287c-31 of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC)
d) Health disparity populations

    For purposes of this subpart:

        (1) A population is a health disparity population if, as 

    determined by the Director of the Center after consultation with the 

    Director of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, there is 

    a significant disparity in the overall rate of disease incidence, 

    prevalence, morbidity, mortality, or survival rates in the 

    population as compared to the health status of the general 

    population.

Minority 
Section 299a-1 of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC)
    For purposes of this section:

        (1) The term ``health disparity population'' has the meaning 

    given such term in section 287c-31 of this title, except that in 

    addition to the meaning so given, the Director may determine that 

    such term includes populations for which there is a significant 

    disparity in the quality, outcomes, cost, or use of health care 

    services or access to or satisfaction with such services as compared 

    to the general population.

        (2) The term ``minority'', with respect to populations, refers 

    to racial and ethnic minority groups as defined in section 300u-6 of 

    this title.

Racial and Ethnic Minority Group
Section 330u-6 of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC) 

(g) Definitions

    For purposes of this section:

        (1) The term ``racial and ethnic minority group'' means American 

    Indians (including Alaska Natives, Eskimos, and Aleuts); Asian 

    Americans; Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders; Blacks; and 

    Hispanics.

Medically Underserved Populations
Section 330 of the Public Health Service Act (42 USCS § 254b) 

(3) Medically underserved populations. 
· (A) In general. The term "medically underserved population" means the population of an urban or rural area designated by the Secretary as an area with a shortage of personal health services or a population group designated by the Secretary as having a shortage of such services. 

· (B) Criteria. In carrying out subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall prescribe criteria for determining the specific shortages of personal health services of an area or population group. Such criteria shall-- 

· (i) take into account comments received by the Secretary from the chief executive officer of a State and local officials in a State; and 

· (ii) include factors indicative of the health status of a population group or residents of an area, the ability of the residents of an area or of a population group to pay for health services and their accessibility to them, and the availability of health professionals to residents of an area or to a population group. 

· (C) Limitation. The Secretary may not designate a medically underserved population in a State or terminate the designation of such a population unless, prior to such designation or termination, the Secretary provides reasonable notice and opportunity for comment and consults with-- 

· (i) the chief executive officer of such State; 

· (ii) local officials in such State; and 

· (iii) the organization, if any, which represents a majority of health centers in such State. 

· (D) Permissible designation. The Secretary may designate a medically underserved population that does not meet the criteria established under subparagraph (B) if the chief executive officer of the State in which such population is located and local officials of such State recommend the designation of such population based on unusual local conditions which are a barrier to access to or the availability of personal health services. 

