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Presidential elections are exciting and a great time to celebrate.  In recent elections tribes have been really good at encouraging tribal members to vote, but there are some legal limits on what you can do to encourage voting.  

It is against federal law for anyone, including governments and political parties, to make or offer any type to expenditure to any person to vote or to withhold their vote.
  Anyone who does this may be subject to criminal penalties.  Tribal governments must operate within the limits of this law.  That means tribal governments cannot provide special incentives or benefits in exchange for a tribal member voting.  It is not a crime to offer voters a ride to the polling place, because this is not an inducement to vote.  

In recent elections, this law has been monitored by U.S. Attorneys.  In 2004, some tribes planned to host feeds for people who had “I voted” stickers.  Other tribes hosted parties for all but allowed people with the stickers to enter into special raffles.  Those activities could be construed as providing a financial incentive for voting.  NCAI’s Native Vote suggests that tribes host Election Day parties or feeds that are open to the entire community.  Tribes need to make sure that these events take place some distance from the polling places, and be very clear that the party or feed is not a “reward” for voting or an inducement to get people to vote.  

The penalties for violating this federal law are strict, a large fine and jail time.  In past elections, U.S. Attorneys paid particular attention to this law in tribal communities.  Please be careful of this law when organizing community events related to Election Day.  NCAI’s Native Vote wants tribal communities to participate in the elections process, including the celebration that comes with voting, but asks that all tribes remain cautious about unintentionally offering inducements related to voting.  
� 18 U.S.C. § 597





